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Our Philosophy 

We aim to create within our school a happy, caring community in which each child is contented and secure; a 
society where good personal relationships are developed, and where children and adults work together 
appreciating and respecting their differences. 

We seek to provide an attractive and stimulating learning environment in which to encourage the maximum 
individual development of each child physically, socially, emotionally, spiritually, morally, intellectually and 
aesthetically. 

Members of staff are actively involved in the development of the curriculum and accept responsibility for its 
implementation. 

We endeavour to help children to understand the world in which they live, and equip them with the thinking and 
learning skills necessary to enable them to fit into the society into which they will belong. 

Our curriculum must be challenging, relevant and meaningful, equipping children with the basic skills in 
numeracy, literacy and verbal development, as well as providing a wide range of activities to develop enquiry 
skills, so that children develop strategies for learning. 

Learning will be aimed at understanding as well as memorising, involving active participation in worthwhile, 
imaginative and challenging activities in and out of school, and including as much firsthand experience as 
possible. 

A child’s attitude to learning is of great importance. We must encourage all the children to retain their natural 
curiosity and desire to learn, and ensure that they find enjoyment in their work and gain satisfaction from their 
achievements. 

We believe that children are far more likely to achieve their true potential when there is sound liaison between 
Primary and Secondary Schools and where good home-school relationships are fostered. 

The Governors, who have overall responsibility for the curriculum, endorse the policies of the Wirral Children 
and Young People’s Department. The policies are recommended as a clear commitment to an entitlement to a 
broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated education of quality for all pupils in Wirral’s schools. 



The basic curriculum consists of the Foundation Curriculum for the F2 classes which incorporates the following 
areas: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development. 

 Communication, Language and Literacy. 

 Mathematical Development 

 Knowledge and Understanding of the World. 

 Physical Development. 

 Creative Development 

There is an outdoor learning area where children can engage in physical activities to enhance their co-ordination 
and investigative skills. In Foundation Curriculum the emphasis is on learning through creative, structured 
activities. 

For the children in Key Stages 1 and 2 there is the National Curriculum which consists of; National Curriculum 
core subjects (English, Mathematics, Science, Computing), and the foundation subjects (Design Technology, 
History, Geography, Music, Art, Physical Education, Religious Education and the cross curricular themes Personal 
and Social Health Education, Economic and Industrial Understanding, Citizenship and Environmental Education). 
The wide and varied curriculum includes many opportunities for the application and practice of the basic skills in 
a wide variety of circumstances, as well as offering opportunities for talents and interests to appear and 
develop. Most of the work in each year group is organised in cross-curricular topics. Teachers within each year 
group plan their work together to ensure that there is equal coverage between the classes. Plans are discussed 
and recorded by all the teachers so that progression can be ensured. 

 

English 

Language is the principal means by which we think, feel, interpret the world and communicate with others. The 
skills of language, speaking and listening, reading and writing and drama are of vital importance, as every subject 
in the curriculum is dependent upon them. The development of these skills is made through the literacy 
framework. We aim to develop children’s abilities to communicate effectively in speech and writing and enable 
them to be confident, independent readers. Books from a number of genres are used to provide a progressive, 
structured approach to reading and writing activities. All children have access to class and school libraries. 
 

Mathematics 

Children need to learn a variety of mathematical concepts and processes if they are to understand and 
appreciate relationships and pattern in both number and space in their everyday lives and be able to express 
them clearly and concisely. Through numeracy we aim to provide pupils with activities which will develop their 
mathematical skills and the understanding needed to equip them for their everyday lives. Children will be 
encouraged to think clearly and logically and may be involved in lots of practical activities to consolidate 
knowledge before using written methods. There is a focus on mental mathematics in all areas to help with 
calculations. A variety of apparatus and equipment is available to support and develop the understanding of the 
mathematics involved in the different elements of the National Curriculum. 
 

Science 

Science teaching at Prenton Primary encourages children to make sense of the world around them. The teaching 
of science enables children to develop scientific knowledge and methods of enquiry that enable them to explain 
and interpret a range of phenomena. The children’s knowledge and understanding of science will be developed 
progressively during the key stage. Science is taught through eight themes Habitats, Humans, Plants, Materials, 
Light, Earth and Space, Sound, Electricity and Forces. Children are encouraged to investigate these themes and 
develop scientific skills and understanding using the local environment wherever possible. Scientists are an 
important resource and the children learn about different scientists through their work. 

 

 

Computing 
This aspect  concerns the disciplines of micro-electronics, computer sciences, telecommunications and digital 
storage techniques. We aim to help children to acquire 



the skills, knowledge and understanding which relate to the acquisition, manipulation, analysis, storage, 
retrieval, communication and application of information. The school has a variety of equipment:  electronic 
keyboard, roamers, digital cameras, scanners, interactive whiteboards and multimedia projectors, laptops and 
ipads.  All the units are connected to the internet. Computers are used as a learning resource in virtually all areas 
of the curriculum. 
 

Geography 

Geography is concerned with people and places in different geographical circumstances. We aim to help children 
to understand their surroundings and appreciate the characteristics of different parts of the world. Children are 
helped to investigate the area in which they live, and to increase their knowledge and understanding by studying 
distant and contrasting localities. Much emphasis is placed on the development of geographical skills. Concepts 
of place, distance, human and physical influences on the world and sustainable development are important to 
develop a positive attitude towards all people and places of the world.  
 

History 

Children need to develop an understanding of people and events in different historical and cultural contexts, and 
how human action has influenced events and conditions. History is taught through a topic based approach 
within the International Primary Curriculum with different themes being studied in each year group. The 
children’s learning involves the use of artefacts, pictures, photographs, books, educational visits and drama with 
particular emphasis placed on their development of a sense of time, change and understanding of the past. They 
are encouraged to investigate, reason and make informed judgements on evidence available.  
 

Design Technology 

We aim to develop children’s abilities through designing, planning, making and evaluating artefacts. They are 
taught to use simple tools accurately and safely and learn about the suitability of materials and mechanisms. The 
key skills of Design Technology are taught through the topic themes or as stand alone units. 

Art 

We provide a variety of opportunities for personal expression and enjoyment. Children work from direct 
observation, memory and imagination and use a wide range of media and techniques, including painting, 
drawing, collage and three-dimensional work. They are encouraged to develop an awareness of form, texture, 
pattern and colour and to appreciate the work of other children and artists. 
 

Music 

Music is a valued part of the curriculum. We aim to encourage the love of music and offer each child the 
opportunity to sing, play, listen to and compose music. A variety of tuned and untuned instruments are available 
to enhance composition and performance whether as individuals or as a member of a group. There are 
opportunities for the children to sing in a choir and play recorders, guitar and percussion instruments. Some 
children benefit from individual teaching from peripatetic music teachers, who provide woodwind and violin 
instruction. 
 

Physical Education 

Physical Education plays a very important role in the development of all children – far more than just the 
promotion of good bodily health. Through physical education we hope that each child will achieve good co-
ordination, improved self control and increased confidence. We aim for all children to not only enjoy their 
lessons, but to feel real achievement and to benefit from the necessary experience of learning to co-operate 
with others. In Key Stage One there are three areas of activity, Dance, Games and Gymnastics. In Key Stage Two 
there are six areas of the National Curriculum, Games, Gymnastics, Dance, Swimming, Athletics and Outdoor 
Activities which are taught in each year group with a strong emphasis on the first three areas. The children are 
expected to plan and evaluate their performances and are taught about safe practice when handling equipment. 
All children, unless medically unfit, take part in P.E./Games and Swimming (at Key Stage Two). A note is required 
if your child is unfit for the lesson. 
 

 

 



Religious Education 

Religious Education is taught in accordance with the L.A. agreed syllabus. We aim to develop the children’s 
understanding of the nature of Christianity and other religious faiths and how to respect, understand and 
tolerate those who practice them. The school provides daily acts of collective worship which are mainly 
Christian, for all children. 
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from R.E. lessons and from the daily act of worship, and if they 
wish to exercise this right they should write to the Headteacher. Children withdrawn from R.E. and Assembly will 
be given work to do from other curriculum areas. 
 

Personal Social Health Citizenship Economic Education 

We aim to provide the children with experiences that will help them to gain knowledge and develop skills and 
attitudes that will help their personal development and social relationships. We aim to prepare them to become 
responsible, caring members of society. Every aspect of school life contributes to this process, as well as 
specifically planned lessons for P.S.H.C.E.E., which provide progression through the school. Aspects of Social and 
Emotional Learning (SEAL) is addressed through circle time, Religious Education, P.S.H.C.E.E. and Assemblies. P4C 
(Philosophy for Children) supports the development of children’s thinking and reasoning skills. 
 

MFL 
 

The children in KS2 are taught French. Children are encouraged to apply their language skills across the 
curriculum. 
 

Sex Education 

Sex Education is presented in accordance with the approach recommended in the L.A.’s policy statement. It is 
integrated into the curriculum and is not isolated, taken out of context or over emphasised. Parents play a very 
important role in this aspect of each child’s education and the school wishes to be both supportive of and 
complementary to this. Parents are consulted when changes in the teaching approach are being considered, and 
may withdraw their child from all or part of the sex education provided. Our aim is to prepare children to cope 
with the physical and emotional challenges of growing up and to give them an elementary understanding of 
human reproduction and relationships. 
 

Special Educational Needs 

At Prenton Primary School we consider children whose academic, physical, social or emotional development is 
giving cause for concern as having special needs. Very able and talented children also have special needs. We try 
to ensure that learning tasks are suitably matched to the child’s individual education plan and formal statement. 
Support is usually offered within the classroom setting during the literacy and numeracy hours to enable 
children to meet the targets in their education plans.  
 
We are continually adding to resources to support children with special educational needs and a proportion of 
the school budget is allocated for this. We can also draw on support from Wirral Learning Support Service and 
the outreach services of Orrets Meadow and Gilbrook Special Schools as appropriate. 
 

The Inclusion Manager (SENCO) together with the class teacher, develop programmes for children having 
problems. We have a system of monitoring these programmes and reviewing progress with teachers and 
parents, to keep them fully informed. The school policy is based on the Code of Practice. 

The school identifies children who have special needs as early as possible and will then take the appropriate 
action. School follows procedures outlined in the Code of Practice. There is intervention by the class teacher for 
those children who are provision mapped.  This is monitored by the S.E.N.C.O. These children are able to access 
work by differentiation and to follow a balanced curriculum.  The S.E.N.C.O. supports the teacher in the writing 
of the Health Care plans for those children who have greater need and regularly monitors and reviews the 
success of this plan. All children are entitled to access, by integration, to as broad a curriculum as possible, 
including the full National Curriculum. Children with S.E.N. will be able to take part in all school activities unless 
their participation would adversely affect the health and safety of themselves or others. 



The school recognises the true importance of a partnership between parents and their children, schools, the L.A. 
and other agencies. It is important to inform parents as clearly and as early as possible with concerns about 
learning. 

A member of the Governing Body liaises with the Headteacher and the Inclusion Manager to monitor the 
provision of education for pupils with Special Educational Needs. Regular reports are given to the full Governing 
Body. 

The Headteacher is responsible for the co-ordination of the day to day provision of education for pupils with 
S.E.N. 

Parts of the school building have been modified to accommodate children using wheelchairs.  

 


