
Our Approach to Reading and Phonics 

 

      At Prenton Primary School, we provide a reading programme that both develops reading skills and fosters a 

love of reading for pleasure. Children become confident, independent readers, and move from “learning to 

read” to “reading to learn”. We promote reading in a variety of ways;  

Reading; 

    Reading is introduced when children enter F2. Those children assessed as being ready to tackle books with 

print will do so, those not yet at this stage will work with picture books in order to develop pre reading skills.  

    In KS1, children have two 1-1 reading sessions per week, one with a Teacher/TA and one with another 

trained adult. Guided reading also takes place. Children have access to the KS1 library, where they choose 

books of interest and also books related to topic work in order to develop early research skills. Y2 children visit 

the local library once every two weeks. There is an opportunity for children to take part in an after school book 

club during the year. 

     In KS2, children are more independent, and they choose their own reading books. Those children who may 

still require extra support have 1-1 sessions with the Teacher/TA, and all progress is monitored. Guided 

reading sessions take place each week. Children are encouraged to use the KS2 library at break times and 

lunch times. 

    Reading their own work, to themselves, and to others, is an integral part of the literacy programme for all 

children. 

    We deliver the Successful Reading Partnership. This is a ten week programme, on a 1-1 basis, and aims to 

develop not only technical reading skills, but also confidence and enjoyment of books. 

    We deliver the Talking Partners Programme. This is a ten week programme, where a trained adult works 

with a group of three children in order to develop speaking and listening skills and an awareness of the use of 

correct grammar 

    We continue to develop a love of books across the school; and, to this end, we have a dedicated story time 

for all year groups, where the focus is on quality sharing of books. Teachers model good storytelling 

techniques, and children are encouraged to read their chosen books to the rest of the class. 

    We encourage parents to make use of the “Bug Club” – an excellent resource which allows children to 

access their reading books online. 

 

Phonics; 

    The National Phonics Screening Check takes place each year in June. All Y1 children take part, together with 

the Y2 children who did not achieve the standard whilst in Year 1.   

All children in F2 and KS1 follow the “Letters and Sounds” programme - daily, in small groups, according to the 

appropriate phases. Children are consistently monitored and moved forward when necessary. Work within the 

classroom puts these skills into context and allows children to use and apply their knowledge. 

 



 

Letters and Sounds  –  Overview 

Phase 1 Focus on speaking and listening 

Phase 2 The start of systematic phonics work. Introduction of phoneme (sound)/grapheme (what 
it looks like) correspondence. Teaching of blending to read/segmenting to spell as 
reversible processes. Teach 19 letters of the alphabet. 

Phase 3 Completes teaching of the alphabet – children move on to sounds represented by more 
than 1 letter. (All letter sounds must be secure to do this.) Children begin to write 
phonetic approximations. 

Phase 4 Children learn to read and spell words with adjacent consonants. 
Phase 5 Awareness that most phonemes can be spelled in more than one way/most graphemes 

can represent more than one phoneme. 

Phase 6 Reading should become automatic. Focus on word specific spelling and broad guidelines 
for making choices between spelling alternatives. 

 

Involving Parents; 

 Reading Specialist attends F2 meeting to discuss effective use of picture books. 

 F2 parents workshop – Focus on basic reading skills. Practical activities and opportunity to watch 

recorded reading session with an F2 child. 

 Y1 parents workshop – Importance of speaking/listening in the reading process.  Practical activities 

and opportunity to watch a recorded reading session with a Y2 child. 

 Phonics workshop – Focus on the delivery of the Phonics Programme at Prenton Primary School. 

Discuss the National Phonics Screening Check. 

 Follow up phonics workshop. Informal session with the opportunity to ask any questions/talk to other 

parents. 

 Parent volunteers are trained to listen to children read 1-1 in order to support our reading 

programme. 

Role of the Reading Specialist at Prenton Primary School; 

Mrs. Paton is a Reading Recovery trained teacher whose role it is to monitor the development of reading 

across the school, as follows; 

 Guided reading groups 

 Speaking/listening groups 

 Y1, Y2, Y3 phonics booster groups 

 Whole class assessments in reading/comprehension 

 Individual assessment, as appropriate 

 Train staff to deliver phonics sessions 

 Train staff to deliver the Successful Reading Partnership 

 Oversee the Successful Reading Partnership 

 Oversee Talking Partners Programme 

 Train adults to hear children read 

 Provide workshops for parents 

 Provide support for parents, offering lesson observations, where appropriate 

 After school book club 

 Reporting to Governors 


