
 

Special Educational Needs 

We think it is very important to identify any Special Educational Need as soon as possible. 
If a class teacher thinks that a child is not making progress the class teacher will talk to the 
Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) about how the child can be helped and whether they 
need to be helped through the stages of SEN Code of Practice. 
The SEN Code of Practice is a government document which provides guidance to 
schools on how they should work with children who have SEN. It sets out a staged or 
graduated approach that schools should follow. This is designed to monitor the progress a 
child with SEN is making, gradually bringing in any specialist help or advice if this is 

needed. 

If we think your child needs help that is additional to, and different from the help that is 
usually available in the classroom we may decide to meet their needs through the School 

Action Stage. 

We will always tell you about this decision and the class teacher will talk to you about their 
concerns. The class teacher (sometimes with the help of the SENCO) will probably develop 
an Individual Educational Plan (IEP). Sometimes when the IEP is related to behavioural 

issues it is called and Individual Behavioural Plan (IBP). 

The IEP or IBP will set out what special help your child will be given and how often this will 
happen. It will set targets for your child’s progress and say how and when these will be 

reviewed. The IEP will also tell you how you can help your child. 

Some children who are receiving extra help in a group of children with similar needs may 

have a group IEP. 

The IEP will be reviewed regularly, probably once a term and you will be involved in the 
review and consulted about the new targets. Children at School Action will have their IEP 
or IBP reviewed with the class teacher at parents’ evenings. 

If you child does not make enough progress at the School Action Stage the class teacher 
(or SENCO) will then talk to you about moving to the next stage, which is called School 

Action Plus. 

At Prenton Primary School we are committed to offering an inclusive curriculum to ensure 

the best possible progress for all of our pupils whatever their needs or abilities 

Children have Special Education Needs (SEN) if they have a learning difficulty that 
requires them to be taught in a different way from the other pupils in their class or have 

addition support. 

Some children will need extra help with their learning for the whole of their school careers 
but others may only need help for a short time. Some children will have difficulties with all 
of their work in school while others may only have difficulties in some areas e.g. reading 
and spelling, expressing themselves or understanding what other people say. Some 
children may have difficulty with the social aspects of school life, perhaps because they 
have difficulty making friends or relating to adults, or because they have difficulty in 
behaving properly in school. 

This leaflet, and our policy, will inform parents and carers how children will be supported. 



At School Action Plus we will ask other professionals outside the school for advice. We 
might want to ask for help from a speech and language therapist, a specialist teacher or 
from an educational psychologist. A new IEP will be written and new targets set in the light 
of the advice we receive. Your child might be taken out of some lessons to work with a 
specialist teacher, or teaching assistant either individually or in a small group. 

Most children will have their needs met through School Action or School Action Plus but for 
a very small number of children we may decide that we should ask the Children and Young 

People’s Department of the Local Authority to carry out a Formal, or Statutory Assessment. 

A Statutory Assessment is a very detailed look at a child’s difficulties, strengths and 
needs, to decide whether the child requires more, or different educational help. A Statutory 
Assessment may lead to the provision of a Statement of Special Educational Needs. 

It is important to remember that the majority of children have their needs met at School 
Action and if they make sufficient progress may only need help for a short time. Your child 

does not need to have a Statement to have extra help. 

If you have concerns about your child’s Special Educational Needs you should discuss this 
in the first instance with your child’s class teacher. 

 

Special Needs Co-ordinator 

Every school has a teacher who has particular responsibility for Special Educational Needs 

within the school. This teacher is usually called the Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO). 

The SENCO helps people with SEN, sometimes by helping the child’s own class or subject 

teachers to plan and prepare work, and sometimes by providing or arranging additional 

teaching, perhaps individually or in a small group. 

Our SENCO is Mrs. Shepherd. 

SEN Governors 

SEN Governors must ensure that the school has effect procedures to meet pupils’ Special 

Education Needs and report regularly to the rest of the Governors. 

We have an SEN Portfolio Governor. 

A full copy of our special needs policy is available in school. 

Parent Partnership Service 

The aim of the Parent Partnership service is to ensure that parents of pupils with SEN have 

access to information, advice and guidance so that they can make appropriate and 

informed decisions. The service provides advice to the parents of all children with SEN not 

just those with statements. 

In Wirral the Parents Partnership Service is provided by Wirral Parent Partnership who are 

independent of the Local Authority. 

We also have access within school to the Pupil Advocacy Service and the Choice Advisor 

who will help when your child is ready to move to Secondary Education. 

They can be contacted on 0151 647 6631 


